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[ Academia Sinica Guitar Club — 2024 Beginner Class )

Course Introduction and Goals:

e This course is suitable for absolute beginners and those who wish to strengthen
their knowledge of music theory.

e With full participation in the course and self-practice at home, the goal of being
able to sight-read and play while singing can be achieved in 3 months for a fee
of NTS$3,500.

e A total of 13 sessions: 12 weekly lessons plus a final performance and a club
gathering.

Instructor Profile:

e Ming Cheng (Mountain): A versatile guitarist proficient in rock, blues, funk, and
jazz, with over 30 years of experience in recording, performing, and teaching.
Currently a Ph.D. candidate at the Graduate Institute of Musicology, National
Taiwan University.

Ming Cheng began his career at 19, performing as a lead vocalist and
electric guitarist in major music restaurants in northern Taiwan. His talent
caught the attention of rock music veteran Kao Ling-feng, who invited him to
play guitar in his concerts. In 2004, he joined the T-Funk All-Star Big Band for
three consecutive years, playing large-scale funk music, a rare event in Taiwan's
music scene. Cheng also became a member of the jazz band Blue Note Taipei
and was known for his signature blues style. He has participated in various
crossover music projects and has worked with different artists, showing his
ability to adapt his guitar skills to diverse music genres.

Apart from performing, Cheng has accumulated extensive teaching
experience, having taught at several music centers and universities. He is
currently the instructor of the Academia Sinica Guitar Club. In 2012, he joined
the Graduate Institute of Musicology at National Taiwan University to combine
his years of musical experience with academic research.

Course Duration:
e From March 5, 2025, to May 28, 2025, every Wednesday evening:
o 18:30-20:30: Class time
o 20:30 - 21:00: Discussion and networking time
Note: If the instructor needs to cancel a class due to performances or other reasons,

the course schedule will be adjusted accordingly.



Location:

e Room C101, 1st Floor, Interdisciplinary Building, Academia Sinica No. 28, Lane

70, Section 2, Academia Road, Nangang District, Taipei

Beginner Course Progress Reference Table:

Session

Planned Content

Description

1

Introduction to folk guitar

correct playing posture,
finger warm-up exercises,
basic music theory (note

names and accidentals)

Basic plucking techniques:
Mayday - "Embrace" /

"Loving  You", voice

arrangement issues

Warm-up with a song!

Strumming  techniques,
rhythm, quarter notes,

and eighth notes

Practice a song in sessions

3 and 4.

Scale structure and the
concept of key; first-

position scale practice

Practice a song in sessions

3 and 4.

Basic plucking techniques
part 2; mastering longer
chord progressions; folk

rock and connecting lines

Slow song practice from
session 5 to 8, practicing 1

to 2 songs.

Intervals: definition and
application; triads and

split chords

Plucking techniques: a la
piano style - pop ballad
accompaniment; diatonic
triads, scale degrees, and

canon chord progressions

Sixteenth note rhythm
patterns and  groove;

rhythm design and sight-

Focus on mastering
sixteenth note

strumming.




reading practice

Seventh chords and basic
chord symbol principles;

diatonic seventh chords

Focus on intro, interlude,
or outro melodies of

songs from session 9 to

12.

10

Barre chords; major key

clichés

11

Tonic, subdominant, and
dominant chords;
common functional

harmony in pop songs

12

Principles of rhythmic

patterns

13

Final performance and | Showcase learning

club gathering achievements and hold a

club meeting.

Note 1: The above progress may be adjusted based on actual teaching conditions. Note

2: The course schedule will be adjusted if the instructor needs to cancel a class due to

performances or other reasons.

Registration:

Fee: NT$3,500

(If fewer than 10 people register, the class will be postponed. If the class cannot
open, refunds will be provided.)

(The class will be full after 15 people register and pay; no further registrations
will be accepted.)

Repeating the course for free is allowed after full payment.

Registration deadline: February, 2025. You must submit the registration fee to
complete the registration. (You may still join the class within the first three
weeks after it starts, but the tuition remains the same.)

Class size: around 10 people. You need to bring your own folk guitar (The
instructor recommends Yamaha F310, which costs around NT$4,000, available
at music stores).

Registration method: Email registration

Please provide your name, workplace, mobile phone number, Line name, and



Line ID.
e Contact: Sen-Lin Tang (tangsl888@gmail.com). They will contact you.



